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Research-Based Entry (#8) 

1. Choose a sub-topic to research today.  This should be one 

in which you do NOT possess a great deal of knowledge. 

2. Work to research NEW information about your sub-topic. 

3. Do one or two screenshots of facts that will GUIDE your 

entry on Wednesday. 

4. If not already in the fact screenshots, do screenshots of 

the following: 

a) Date published 

b) Top of the page that includes website address and title 

c) Author 

 

========================================= 
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5. Decide on an angle to take in your entry. You may 

use direct quotes from your research or just 

paraphrase. However, don’t just write a summary 

of one to three facts. Keep in mind Mr. Williams’ 

example below. 

 

Ways to take an angle: 

• Further research to verify 

• Reactions to the fact(s) you found 

a) agree/disagree 

b) significance 

c) like/dislike 

• Other People’s reactions 

 

 



NON-EXAMPLE 
 

    Have you ever been to Snopes.com?  It is a website that 

refutes online rumors and shows where they get started.  I 

discovered that a rumored eighth Harry Potter book is merely 

the lies spread by the website, Top Information Post.  The 

main lie is that Rowling is disappointed by the less than 

successful sales of her adult novels, such as The Casual 

Vacancy. 

 

EXAMPLE 
 

    An impressive feature of the whole Harry Potter craze is its 

ability to live on in many ways despite the fact that the series 

ended eleven years ago. Theme parks are flourishing in 

Florida. The movie franchise has a fantastic following 

unmatched by any other. In fact, a second movie franchise in 

the wizarding world, Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find 

Them, is now in full swing without an end in sight. 

    The world was excited to learn several months ago that an 

eighth Harry Potter novel will be published in the near future, 

but unfortunately that news was merely a hoax perpetuated by 

the website Top Information Post. Their report sounds quite 

logical and reliable, but online rumor expert Snopes.com sets 

the record straight. They went directly to the sources referred 

to in Top Information Post’s article. Both Yahoo News and The 

New York Times have denied any truth to the rumor that 

Rowling has plans for an eighth novel. 

    Distressing news such as this calls into question other 

blatant lies that may be floating around out there. Is J.K. 

Rowling truly richer than the Queen of England? Was she 

actually poor before her first Harry Potter novel? I know the 

answers to those questions. Do you? Perhaps with a little 

Veritaserum, you could get the truth out of me. 


